
The National. Intelligencer contains the '"in¬

tercepted correspondence" ot the Confederate
authorities with their diplomatic and financial

agents in Europe, which was lately captured,
in a vessel off the Southern coast. The let¬

ters relate principally to statements of' milita¬

ry operations, and the view taken of them in

the South.to a supposed discovery of a poli¬
tical "intrigue" believed to have beeen set on

foot bv a consular agent of the French Govern-
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ment, resident at Galveston, for the purpose of

detaching the State of' Texas from the South¬
ern Confederation.and to the European ope¬

rations of the Confederate Treasury and Navy
Departments. Mr. Memminger explains the

plans for raising money in England by the

hypothecation of cotton in the Confederate
States. The modus operandi by which that

coin mav be transmitted in British naval ves-
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sels, from the blockaded ports, to be employed
in England for war purchases and payment ;,

receives elucidation at the hands of the Con¬

federate Secretary, while the use to which a

portion of the funds is to be put finds explana¬
tion in the correspondence of Mr. Mallory. the

Secretary of the'Navy. The utility of iron-
V
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CJad vessels, and the means by which they are

to be procured in England, form the burden of

these papers. From them we learn, too, the

names of the ' 'financial agents" of the South¬
ern Confederacy in England, and what
"houses" are ready to fill the military and na¬

val orders received from Ilichmond.

The Washington Sttr of yesterday evening-
Las a dispatch dated Centre viile, Ya., Jan. 16,

which says:."Last night, a cavalry sergeant
and nine men were-gobbled up by the Confede¬
rates. out on the Braddoek road. They were

improperly asleep at the time, and were with¬
in half a mile of the infantry pickets. So we

go." n

Robberies..The cellar of the store of Mr.
L. N. Howard, -no. 175 King street, was en¬

tered on Thursday night, and three kegs of
butter stolen. A keg and a half has been re¬

covered and an arrest made for the robbery.
Several chickens, a quantity of vegetables

and other things were stolen from Mrs. Elliott,
at Ve.it -s' garden last night. The thieves are

suppose! to have been "Contrabands."
The Mouse of Representatives of the Legis¬

lature of Indiana have passed a resolution con¬

demning the practice of "arbitrary arrests"
by the government, and demanding that all

such arrests shall hereafter cease.

The Prince Georgian"(Md.) speaks of the re¬

cent abduction of slaves from Charles County,
heretofore mentioned, and compliments Hon.
Henry May. for endeavoring to bring the sub¬

ject before Congress.
The negroes in Washington are making pre¬

parations for "a grand mass meeting" in re¬

cognition of tae President's Emancipation
Proclamation! j
(The Market this morning was poorly sup- j

plied, and all descriptions of food offered at j
very high prices. . j

brosd ni New lork. yesterday. 140;}.a fall, j

The weather has turned cold a sain.

T

President Lincoln on War Matters.

In the McDowell Court of Inquiry, yester
| day, Gen'l. Hitchcock was called, and testified
at length relative to tlie force left for the pro¬
tection of Washington when MeClellan's array
started for the Peninsula. In the course of
his testimony the following letter trom the
President was laid before the court.

Majtr General McOlellan.My Dear Sir:.
Your despatches complaining that you are

not properly sustained, while they do not of¬
fend me, pain me very much.

Blenker's division was withdrawn from you
before you left here, and you knew the press¬
ure under which I did it, and, as I thought,
acquiesced in it.certainly not without reluc¬
tance.

After you left E ascertained that less than
20,000 unorganized men. without a sins'e field
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battery, were all you designed to be left for the
defence of Washington and Manassas Junc¬
tion; and part of this even was to goto General
-Hooker's old position.'

Gen. Banks's corps, once designed for Man-
assas J unction, was divided and tied up on the j
line of W inchester and Strasburg, and could j
not leave it without again exposing the Upper |
Potomac and Baltimore anil Ohio Railroad..
This presented (or would present, when Mc¬
Dowell and Sumner should be gone,) a g-eat
temptation for the enemy to turn back from the
Rappahannock and sack Washington.
My explicit directions that Washington

should, by the judgment, of all commanders of
corps, be left entirely secure, had been entiiely
neglected. It. was precisely this that drove
me to detain McDowell. I do not forget that
I was satisfied with your arrangement to leave
Banks at Manassas Junction; but when that
arrangement was broken up, and nothing was

substituted for it. of course I was not satisfied;
I was constrained to substitute something for

Washington, April 9, 1862.

| it myseih
And now, allow me to ask, <;do you really

! think I should permit the line from Richmond;
.^via Manassas Junction, to this city, to be
I entirely open, except what resistance could be
; presented by less than 20.000 unorganized
i t roops r

' This is a question which the eoun-
I try will not allow me to evade.
! There is a curious mystery about the num-
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: ber of troops now with you. I telegiaphed you
! on the 0th, saying that you had over 100.000
I with you. ]. had just obtained from the Sec-
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retary of War a statement taken, as lie said,
from your own returns; making 108,000 then
with you and en route to you.
You now say you will have but 85.000, when

all en route to you shall have reached you.e %J

How can this discrepancy of 35.000 be account-
1 c ied lor.
As to General Wool s command, I under¬

stand it is doing for you precisely what a like
number of your own would have to do; if that
command was away. 1 suppose the whole
force which has gone forward to you is with
you by this time: and. if so. I think it is the
precise time for you to strike a blow. By de¬
lay the enemv will readiiv gain on you: that is
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he Vti.il gain faster by fortifications and rein¬
forcements; than you can by reinforcements
alone.
And once more, let me tell you. it is indis¬

pensable to you that you strike a blow! I am

powerless to help this. You will do me the
justice tc remember, X always "wished not go¬
ing down the bav in search of a field, instead
of'lighting at or near Manassas, as only shift¬
ing and.not surmounting a difficulty; that we

would find the same enemy and the same or

equal entrenchments at either place. The
country will not fail to note.is noting now.
that the present hesitation to move upon an

entrenched enemy is but the story of Manassas
repeated.

I beg to assure you that I have neveT^yB
ten or spoken to you in greater kiti.lne.ss l
feelings than now, nor with a fuller purpose I
sustain you, so far as in my most anxious i^Jf
ment I consistently can. But you must act i

Yours, very truly,
(Signed.) _____

.&. T.i.vcoix. I
FfiOM WASHINGTON. |

[Correspondence of the Philadelphia Trif|n;rer."»

Washington, January 16. .1863..The Com.^|
niitte of Ways and Means, at their nieetinJ
this morning; determined to postpone the vottf
on the finance bill until next week. St Cretan!
Chase having returned this morning, theconij
nuttee deemed it due to him that a conference
should be had, that they might hear any suJ
gestions which he might have to make. J
special committee of three was thereupon apt
pointed, composed of Messrs. SpauldingJ
Hooper and Horton, who will wait upon tlvj
Secretary to-morrow in reference to this uiatj
ter.
The House has adjourned over until Mon¬

day, but the bill will not be voted upon, in all
probability, until Tuesday, when it will, no

doubt, be passed by a large majority. The
Democrats of the Vallandingham stripe, wii!
vote against it.
This bill, making legal tenders receivable]

for duties, has no chance for passing either!
House.
The President remarked to-day that he con¬

sidered the Rebellion nearer being crushed
before, and that we now hold a hundred
thousand square miles more than we had a

year ago.
Horace Greeley has had several interview-

with the President to-day; but his projects re¬

ceived no endorsement from the Executive.
All is quiet on the lines or the Rappahan¬

nock. as far as heard from.

The "Washington Star of yesterday says;.|
"Some clays ago Officer Ivirby, whh a writ is--
sued by Commissioner S. L. Phillips under the

fugitive slave law, arrested a colored man. a iu-1
gitive slave belonging to Mr. Fendail Marbury>-
of Prince George county, Md., and the fugitive
was put in custody of the Marshal at the coun¬

ty jail Before the writ was issued, Mr. Mar-
bury took the oath of allegiance, and also made-
oath that he had not borne arms or in any man¬

ner given aid and comfort to the rebels during
the present rebellion. Last night an officer of
the Provost Guard went to the county jail and
demanded the prisoner, on the ground, it was

understood, that the owLer was a rebel. Mr.
Milburn refused to deliver the prisoner, and
the captain had not a sufficient force to take
him. an orderly only being his companion..
He went away, and soon after returned with a

squad of mounted men, and demanded the

prisoner. Mr. Milburn, the jailor, then deliv¬
ered the prisoner under protest."
The last letter of the Southern correspond¬

ent of the London Times, says:."I have no

other report with reference to the spirit and
morale of the confederate army to give than
that which I have had occasion, from the first

hour that I fcaw them, to chronicle. The con¬

fidence, the bodily health, the comfoits (espe¬
cially as regards blankets and shoes,) the cheer¬
fulness of the Southern army have been con¬

stant]y on the increase for weeks past.
The bark Morning Star, which arrived from

St. J ago, reports having be-on fired into and
overhauled by the British gunboat Plover.


